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HE wenkness of
wood Is Its graln—
the fact that It Is
made up of a bun-
die of fibers. Each
fiver by Itself will
gtund a consider-
able pull, but each
fiber in the bundle
8 held loosely to {ts nelghbors on all
sidos, To make a wood that is ca-
pable of standing straln in all diree
tlons it 18 necessary to combine sev-
eral layers cut at varlous angles to
the grain.

Thus is made “plywood,” sald to be
Hterally “stroufer than steel” It Is
revolutionizing airplane construction,
and it will enter econspicuously into
postwar industry. It {8 even possible
that a8 a wall covering the thinoer va-
tletles will compete with wallpaper.
They possess all the beauty and dura-
bility of heavy wood paneling, for
thelr composite nature prevents them
from warping. Thin plywood hos
been found, In toughness and flexibil-
ity. to compete favorably with textile
fabries In the manufacture of alr-
plane wings,

If anyone should sy offhand that
welght for welght, wood was stronger
than steel he wounld be langhed at.
However, the forest products labora-
tory of the department of agriculture,
which !s responsible for our knowl-
odge of piywood and the varlous uses
to which It may be put, has devised
n testing machine which proves this
JYuby Ahing Only, of ooummo, tha
strength of the wood v estimnted by
the pull It will stand runoing with
and not agalnst the graln, For ex-
ample, a toothplck of pine w | plnesd
In this maching, with the Iden of pull-
ing It apart in the middle, will usually
stand n pressure of from 70 to 100
pounds before It gives way. As
against this, a 8-inch length of steel
wire, of the snme welight as the tooth-
piek, generally gives way when the
tension renches about 30 pounds. Va-
rious tests with this machine have
shown that all of the denser woods
ean bent steel by from 800 to 600 per
cant. When tested ncross the grain,
however, the hest of wood shows only
from one-foyrth to opne-hnif of the
strength of steel. That's why plywood
woas Invented,

The panels used in the manufacture
of plywood vary in thickness accord.
tog to the article to be made of It
In the ense of materinl for alrplane
wings, for example, they are only .01
tnch of thickness. Gluing thin veneer
into a very thin paoel of plywood has
always been nan extremely diffieult
matter for the manufacturer. The
principal ecause of trouble has been
the excessive swelllng and shrinking
of the thin plles due to thelr absorp-
tion of water from the wet glue, which
causes overlaps and a conslderable
amount of wrinkling. A second sonrce
of trouble fs In the handling of the
very thin material when It has heen
eonted with n wet glue, ainee It I1s then
wery fragile and eas(ly ruined,

To overcome these dificulties the
foremt products labortory has evolved
a procesa which consists of making a
sheet of glune by conting thin sheets
of tiskue paper with blaod glue, allow-
ing It to dry, nnd using the conted pa-
per as the glue layer for plywood.
The process of making the pancl then
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consists mevely In Inying alternately
as many sheets of thin veneer and
sheets of this giue tlssue hs may be
required to build up the panel desirad.
These sheets are then pressed In A
steam-hented press. The result Is an
extremely thin ponel In which the
molsture content hias been changed not
more than 1 or 2 per ¢ent. This slm-
ple method eliminates the troubles re-
sulting from the use of a wet glue,
and makes the handling of the thin
material nn easy matter,

The extremely thin prywood secured
In this manner and tested on alrplane
wings bullt especially for the purpose
proved surprisingly strong. It was
found that It gave between 6 and 8§
ber cent added lifting power over the
lnen ordinarily used, by reason of the
fact that the “fiap” of the cloth Is
entirely ellminnted, Welght for
welght, Its strength proved to be ap-
proximately the same, and it is quite
likely that In the future all non-metal
wing® may be covered with this ma-
terinl,

When plywood wns first thought of
in connection with alrplnnes, an ap-
parently Insurmountable difficulty pre-
sented itself. A machine that had to
be out In all kinds of weather and
spend much of Its time In o dense fog
and In thick clouds must not be held
together anywhere by glue that water
would dissolve, To overcome this qQif-
ficulty two new glues were evolved by
the Iaboratory experts; one made )
from the Dblood of anlmals and one
derived from casein—obtalned from
milk., Panels were glued together
with these and tested In bolling water
for elght hours. At the expiration of
thls time none of the pleces showed
any separntion of the plies, Sonking
in cold water for ten days gave the
same results. Finally, tests with a
shearing machine, which applied force
fn such n manner as to push one ply
from another, were made, and it wns
demonstrated that a pressure of from
two hundred and fifty to sevem hun-
dred pounds to the square Inch of
glue surface was required-to separate
the Inyers, so strong were the new
glues. As a matter of faet, it was, In
most cases, not the glues, but the
wood fibers themselves, that gave way.

In considering the applieation of
this new water-proof glue and plywood
to Industry in our recomstruction pe-
riod, It becomes evident that an en-
tirely new fleld has opened for pro-
gressive manufacturers of wood ar-
ticles. Who, till now, has put on the
market a standard door that will not
warp? Plywood panels ecannot warp
after they are” finlshed, for one ply
holds the next rigidly. What manu-.
facturer hag got out a table or chair
with glued Joints that will not get
shaky In o damp atmospherc? Fuml-
ture made with ensein glue will hold
together far better,

For smaller wooden articles huflt-up
woond has immedinte applieation not
only in repincing =olid material but In
extending the utilization of small stzes |
and low grades, Some of the articles |
alrendy manufactured of plywood at|
the forest products laboratory, with
mosat excellent results In every cnse,
are wangon tbngues, wheel huls, plow

benms, sled runners, gun stocks, hase-
ball bats, bowling pins, shoe lasts, hhy
blocks, ond Indder mils. Even bullt-
up rallroad tles and telephone poles
nre by no means beyond the realms
of possibility.

One cannot fall to be impressed by
the possibilities of plywood as a fac-
tor of utilization, Not only would It
make possible the saving of a large
percentage of present woods and mills
waste, but it might revolutionize pres-
ent miiling and grading practices. Se-
leet and clear material, the value of
which Is now lost in undersizes or dis-
counted by low-grade classifieation,
could be utllized and valued o= are
now the more valugble hardwoods,
From the standpoint of satisfactory
service, there seem to be no limits to
the possible substitution of plywood
for most forms of solld wood.

Too Many Like
‘Bill Smith
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Department of Commerce Secretary
Alexsander was talking about the alien
question.

“The allen,” he sald, “who comes
over here, learns the langonge and
gets naturalized—with him we have
no quarrel; but too many alleis only
come over to make a small fortune
and then go back home. Such allens
nre Ilke Bill Smith.

“Bill Smith dropped In on his
cousing, the Vanderpelts, one day with
his trunk. It soon developed that Bill
had come for a pretty long stay. From
one week his visit lengthened into two,
Two weeks became three, and It wasn't
till five weeks had gone by that Bill
at last announced his intentlon to de-
part.

“The Saturday evening before his
departure Blll, who was s notorlous
tightwad, nstonished and pleased the
Vanderpelts by coming home with an
enormous bundle.

“sTust a little something,’ he ex-
plained, ‘to help out tomorrow's Sun-
day Qipner’ And with @ QJeemiog
smile he undid the bundie's mpp(ng.
It's my farewell Sunday dinner with
you, you know. I thought we might
celebrate a little

“It was a gorgeous bundle. There
was o large turkey and a magnificent
ham. There were green pens from
Florida and luscious California
peaches, There were nuts and ral-
sins and candy.

“aWell,! sald the Vanderpelts, after
Bill had gone to bed, ‘so Blll has loos-
ened up for once

“AN hands enjoyed the farewell Sun-
day dinner tremendously, and on Sun-
day evening Bl departed by the 8
o'clock express. The Vanderpelts
warmly urged him fo come agaln. He
had loosened up, and they felt very
{riendly townrd him in consequence.

“Then, the next morning, the gro-
cer's aceonnt eame In, and the family
learned that the whole of Bill's fare-
well dinner had been chﬁ:'gml to Pa
Vanderpeit.”

Man With_Grit Wins

CGrit has a way of taking possession
of you. Under its Influence you act as
though you were a different person.
wad that may be more true than we
“ink. Certainly there Is a new spirit

 the man who dares what has been

itherto Imposaible, It's the grit that

v back of him that does the work.

ametimes It comes late In life. Buat

ore often It shows Itself with the
ut great testing. Enemles may think

they have things thelr own way., The
outcome will depend on who has the
grit. When you see the lips stralght-
ening Into a fixed line and the eyes
taking on a pew luster you want to be
on your gunrd. The man with grit
isn't advertising himself. He just walts
until action is needed and then you
Involuntarily make way for him.

Growing Sugar Cane.
Sugar cane requires an abundance
of sunshine and water and a deep, fer-
tile soll, In planting, the stalks are

lald lengthwise In farrows, and ench
Joint sends up a shoot, which later
produces suckers. When rendy for
harvesting, a fleld of sugar cane re-
sembles a corn field, but the plants
are somewhat larger and there are no
tnssels and no ears, The stalks at this
time have grown about 12 months and
have changed from green to reddish (n
color, while most of the lower leaves
have fallen away. They are cut by
hand with a long Eknife, stripped of
their leaves and carrled on carts or
small ears to the sugar mill.

ENGLAND'S DIAMOND CUTTERS.

About 200 yearm ago Englishmen
were the finest diamond cutters In the
world, and the trade was nearly all
earried on In Loodon. Through re-
liglous persecution the cutters mi-
grated to Amsterdam, where they have
sloce remained,

Nall "Em Down.
On a first-class liner It Is sald about
8,000 pleces of glass and crockery are
hroken oe ench voyuge.

Trials of_ Authors

“Just write uas this little story,” say
the neighbors, interested In this canse
or that, to the author they happen to
know. It all looks so easy to them.
But—"why the hardest thing I do s
write to order,” says Mary Heaton
Vorse. “A kind of terrible blankness
comes over me when I am ordered to
write. I saball never forget being
anked to nutograph the front of some
volumes of ‘The Prestons’ I had given )

to a bazaar. Nine or ten of us had
contributed our own books, and a de-
voted public was supposed to pay high-
ly for the Inseriptions In the front
Three days and three nights I wracked
my braln for something clever and
memorable to put In the front of those
volumes. 1 let my story writing go. 1
stared at the blank front pages where
the autograph and the humorona and
Interesting sentiment wus to be placed,
And In the end. frontically, what 1
wrote, was ‘November 9, Mary Heaton
Vorse.! More I esuld not.”

HUERTA IN STUBBORN MOOD

Mexican Government’s Negotiations
With Petroleum Intarests Have
S0 Far Been Fruitiers,

Mexico Clty. — Negotiations, which
have been carried on with the execu-
tive department by petrolewm laterests
since the establishient of the provi-
sional gowenment, have ecompletely
wried te brmg about concessions re-
wetsted regarding petroleum regula-

tlons which were promulguted under
the Carranza administration.

Offcial announcement of the prog-
ress of negotlations was made here.
and it was declared the followlng con-
cesglons were agked: Nullification of
all petroleum legislation based upon
article 37 of the constitution, placiag
In effect the original regulations re-
gurding oi! operations, eancellation of
permits which the government already

has granted for drilling eperations on
national lands,

and tha United States is to be suspend-
€l If the United States falls to pay
Mexico n balance of approximately

$500,000, the newspapers of this city
BaYy.

The Balance clalmed to he due Mexs
ico represents the net amount for
April and May, plus the total checka
deposited by the United States with
the Mexican embassy at Washington,
These checks Amerlcan banks refused
to pay becnuse of alleged Luproper in-

Money order service betereen Mexico

dersement.
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0 (tures of affection which shocked her |
mother, Si rtienlarly delizhted to
demonstrate, Jed rving
dipner. I thi

“JOHNI"
b was H5e
mght she would end by
eotting me shot in the 1

had rated me finally as unis
which did my egotism no good.
such o raseal to discurd me, formally
petrothed as I was to Isohel, in hisi
spandalous pursults of that beautiful |
girl, was preposterous,

If Mrs. Sidney had known that I was
jdlotically In love with Isobel, she |
would not have sounght relief from her
| distress by the arrangement which
made me her daughter's protective
finnce, The oaly thing I could tnke
credit for in this absurd simuation was
that Mrs. Sldney was not allowed to
know the state of my feellngs. I

1 was as sensible as a corrupting ro-
imantlelsm would permit me to be. I

| knew that any affection I might place |
In this fashion was a real and serious '
emotional vice, which if not controlled |
might lead to unhappiness. That con- |
sclousness hod steadied me, but it had |
not delivered me. |

Isobel walked brightly through the
old house of tragedy—as surely it was,
however hidden the tragedy. She was
| the glint of sunshine in the uisles of
the dark woods, the oder of roses
against the wall. She had the charm |
of the hollyhocks, the freshness of the
hepatica in the spring, the beauty of
the wild rose in June.

If T showed my feeling more than
n lver sausage shows a soul, I hope I
may be punished. What I thought of
Isobel was my own affalr, so long as
I kept it strictly my own affalr.

I took myself ia hand with as much
energy and promptness as I could, fol-
lowing the announcement of our en-
gagement, I did not want to confess
| myself o fool. T did not lntend to do
so i 1 could help it

I overdid it. I became disngreeable.
I kept as much out of Isobel's preésence
| as possible. I never willingly was
alne with her, I did my best to avoid
| mbeting her or speaking to her. Isobel
mat the situation with her natural
| fmnkness after I had been giving this
of an evenlng? Go along with the ! demonstration of myself for some time.
doctor, Jed, and see what he wants.| *“Doctor.,” she said, “this household
It's probably a matter of pilis or pow- | necessarily imposes friendships upon
ders for me.” the people in it. T wonder {f we conld '

Jed was recovering from his shock, | nat he a little more agreeable to each
but he still showed the effects of it other.” ‘

“No hurry,” T sald, *“T'd rather walt | I did not know what to say. I hoped
a half hour. Tl be in my room.”  |nct tv be a hypocrite, and I did not

I went there and wrote two letters, | wint to be absard.

Both were to one point. They related | “I shall be glad to be as agreeable |
circumstantinlly what had happened las I cnn” I said after some mental
that afterncon. One I addressed to a | stattering. “I want to be, but T am
lawyer 1 knew, and the other to Dr. | so awkward.”

Brownell. Jed knocked at the door as I want to be, too,” sald Isobel ; “and |
I figished them. He was still un- |if we both want to be, we shall not
nerved. heve to glower at ench other every

“I have something T want you to [tme we meet. Even mother (oes not
read.” I sald, and gave him the letters, | require it and father would datest 1t."
He read them and moistened his 1ips,| Without saying anything more, she

““You don't need to talk, Jed," I sald, made me see that T had used a cheap
“THL do all the talking that's neces | device ta escupe the consequences of
sary., I am not going awny. I am go-|a foolish affection. The girl in o very
ing to stay right here, and you'd better | friendly fashion hand shown me that
be very careful of my health. These | my avoldance of her wns marked. cool
letters go out tonight. The men who |nad unrensenable. It wns wholly rea-
get them will keep thelr mouths shut | sonnble from my poor standpoint, but
so long as I am alive. If anything |from no other.
should happen to me, whether you had I snw that I wns meeting my diffienl-
anything to do with It or not, you'd |ty by running away from It, and I not
have,a difficult time with a jury." only did not like the timidity of eseape

“It was a mistake,” he sald. *I|in this fashlon, but furthermore, I did
would not do you any harm. I shot at |not like the opinion Isobel formed of
a rabbit.” me becpuse of it. I had to 'face the

“Twice with o pistol, when you kad | music, and after that I did. It ought
a shotgun?” I sald. “You dld! I was |not to have astonished me that I felt
the rabbit. better instantly, I knew that a cow-
ard only incrensed his troubles.

I imagine If I had not seemed such
o professionel sticlk, such a thing aloof
from human emotions, Isobel would
have been merely friendly and kind
As it was, she was tantalizing. She |
liked me well enough, but that meant
very little. If she did not drive, ride,
walk or play tennis with me, she had
a chofee of the servants, It was I or
aothing.

I was with Mr. Sidney a number of
hours every day. They varied, some-
times geven or eight a day in different
periods, sometimes three or four. Very
little of this time was occupied in pro-
fessional duty. Life at Hartley house
would have been intolerably lonesome
if I had been there merely as a prac-
tittoner. And therefore I welcomed a
routine that was outside my profes-
gion. Mr. Sidney had a delleaey of |
perception which told him when at-|
tentlon upon even so aminble an In-
valid might be drawing upon the phys-
feal reserve of the people walting upon
him or belng with him. He always

managed that they never should feel
the fatigue of It. |

We saw no company at Hartley |

sirous to lve.
Spanish woman, di
cent,  Jed he butier, acta lke g
privileged ember of the family,
h ¢ s a fine old l=clated
place, with a murder story,
ted pool,”” and many watch-
nd a0 atmospbere of mys-
tery. The *' 3 pool” i3 where
Richard Dob n of & formear
owner of Hartles guse, had killed
his brother, Arthur Dobson. Jed
beging operntions by locking the
doctor In his room the very first
night. Doctor John fixes his door
#0 he can't be locked in, He meets
Izobel, daughter of the house and
falls in love at first sight. In the
night he finds the butler drunk and
holding Mrs. Sidney by the wrist
He interferes, Mrs., Sldney ex-
plalns. o revolver. John
ovarhears Jed telling Mrs, Sldney
he will have his way, In reply she
says she will not hesltate to kill
him. Mrs Sidoey nsks John to
congent to the announcement of
his engagement to Isobel The
young people consent to the make-
belleve announcement. Jed tries to
kil John.

CHAPTER [l11—Centinued,
==

Mr. Sidney never liked to have his
vicarious drinking Interrupted, but he
alwaeys was good natured.

“Well, doctor,” he said, “what now?
Is Jed drinking too much for my
2ealth ?”

At that moment no possible amount
of lquor would have been too much
for Jed. The wretch must have thought
I was o ghost.

“Jed may drink himself to death,
for all me,” T said. “That probably Is
the best end hie can come to. I think
he is gallows meat, but I want to talk
to him when vou ean spare him.”

“We can't spare Jed to have him
hnnged,” eaid Mr. Sidney., “He's too
useful, Who else could drink my wine

CHAPTER IV.

Jed came to me the next day In one
of his eandid moods.

“] did shoot at you yesterday,” hs
sald.

“I know you did,” I replied.

“And you're wondering why and
you're woadering if I Intend to do it
mgain,”

“I don't wonder at anything yon
do," I sald. “And you know that If
you do it again, the evidence is pre-
pared agalnst you. I think I am per-
foctly safe. I know you are a cow-
ard:' -

“No, 'm not a coward,” he sald, as
if he were stating a faet and not mak-|
ing a bhoast., “I never do anything
without a purpose, aad when I have a
purpose, I do it no matter what the
consequences may be. The fenson I
wanted to shoot you was because you|
were enguged to Isobel. I intend tol
marry Isobel. Now I kanow that yon
are not going to marry Isobel. You|
are just the foolish fence that her
mother thought she could bulld up|
around Isobel and keep me from try-
ing to marry her. Isobel doesn't want house. We made no calls and recelved
you. She Is Jaughing at you. Bo we none. We extended no Invitations and |
might as well be friends agaln.” recelved mone. The estate wis haron-

“You preposterous old fool!” I said,) fal, and it had baronial habits, but it
“You senlle alcoholle! You are a vio- brought no friends to the doors.
Intlon of decency. You enfeebled, ex-| It was neuarly always with regard to
asperating old goat! You would sicken| Isobel that the condition seemed un-
the moral consclence of & mummy. If| natural. For an invalld like Mr. Sid-
you ever associate your asplrations! pey It was natural enough. Mrs. Sid-
with the name of Miss Sidney again, ney was wholly devoted to him; I was [
I'll ecut your throat with a paper engaged In professional duties; and
knife.” for Jed and the servants in the house

Jed smiled and made me feel ridicu- It was natural to be content with what
lous. they had of life or with the perform-

“T am n more Intelligent man than ance of duties for which they were
you,” he sald. “You are too simple far pald and which they might abandon
the complexities of life. You could nct| gt will. But this was Isobel's life.
possibly be sufficlent for a girl of Mis She was young, vibrant, beautiful, but
Sidney's character. She would die € vistas opening into human prospects
boredom {2 six months. There I8 notl- | were closed to her. And she was en-
Ing preposterous sbout my candidaq | gaged to n plece of professional dead |
for Miss Sidney, I am older then J1' wood who happened to be the only |
Mke to be, but that Iz all.” masculine thipg avallable when her |

“You are a hideous old fool,” I sai¢,  mother was in great distress. |
“but I think I can handle you, and f| Later Isobel said that as a woman |
give you warning."” she knew of course that I loved her, |

“I am golng to be quite friendly, | but this is evident fictlon. She did
sald Jed. | no such thing, and it would be an un- |

“You flatter yourself,” I sald. kindoess to her to think so. “-'hnt;

“Well, anyway,” he sald, “I'm friend was only comedy if I were, as she;
" thought I was, an Indifferent, unfeel- |

He proved to be so. The life of tip | ing man, would have been cruelty if!
house went placidly from day to da; - it had been known that the position ,
Isobel, with a sense of our posturiny ' was mockery of denled hopes,
toward each other, made mocking ges - Isobel used me o gain her lUberty. !

| but knew her daughter.

She afected fnmiliarities
me “John" derisivels,
“old denr.

and ealled
* worse “dear”
I protested, In more
pain than she could gues

“We are engupged,” she sald.
should I eall you?"'

*You micht consider the fact that

“What

| we are not engaged™ I suggested.

“But we are. Tf we doa't net as it
we were, you'll not be any protection
Jed. Don't you want me to
eall yon John?”

“Of course I do” I said, “It's per-
fectly stralghtforward, nstural and
proper.”

“Then it's the *dear’ and ‘old dear’
you object to, and I perfectly delight
in enlling you ‘old dear., It fits so |
well—it is really wonderful. It is al-
most a complete deseription as well
as a charming appellatioa. I adore 1t."

“I object to unnecessury f{reedom,”
I snid.

“But it helps to deceive Jed.”

“Nothing decelves Jed. He was de-
celved only for a short while, Then he
tried to kill me. He apologized after-
ward for his mistake., He knows the
character of our engagement.”

“Just the same, he has not bothered
mother since then as he did before.”

“That is because he Is a coward and
I have him where I can control him.”

Mrs. Sidney did not understand her
danghter. That was not astonishingi
Isobel was o young Amerlean woman;
Mrs. Sidney had Spanish traditions,
Isobel came naturally, through her
father, to a candor which never céensed
to amaze and—ocensionally—to
tress her mother. Isobel said what
she thought, Her {rankness came
from honesty of character. Her lovely
mother regarded life as something to

nst

ag

dis- |

 be munaged by reticence and denidl. |

Mrs, Sidaey was esthetle, and 1f a fact |
were nnesthetie, she denled it and put
it out of her consideration. It was, to |
her, the only proper thing to do. ‘
Isobel was a clever tennis-player
and T n poor one, She heat me three |
or four sets every fine afternoon. She
liked to drive o car and ride a horse.
I drove and rode with her. |
When Isobel sald for the first tirne|
that she wanted to take me for a drive |

| in the car, her mother made a gesture |

of dismay. Isobel stood before heraad
smiled.

“You know we are engaged, mother,”
she sald.

I thought of the hen at the pond's
odge seeing her brood of ducklings in
the water. Mrs. Sidney was not in a |
panie and she did not fintter, but her
distress was acnte. She knew the girl
had to develop and she knew that she
had to live in North, not South Amer- |
ien. Put knowledge is not a complete
anodyne to pain, l

Isovel took her mother's hand and
kissed it, and then her lips. She smiled
in such an honest, frank, perceptive
fashlon—I know that a swmlle can con-
tain all the human understaading in

]

*

[

*1 think I shall continue to call you
Joln just that way,"” she said. *It
seems more hooe 1l decent. After
all, we are engaged.”

- = L] - "
Sometimes Mr, Sidney could be
taken out in an automobile, of 4 warm,
falr afternoon. It was not often that
his stréngth permitted this, but when-
ever it did, I was glad not only to al-
low but to sugzest that he make use
of nll opportunitles.

The most heautlful of our river
drives brought us, within the limitation
of AMr. Sidney’'s streagth, to the peni-
tentlary at Alwick., It was a hideous
structure of barracks, work-rooms and
walls, of cells and armed guards; but
it was in lovely smrroundings, end if
we took the best roads, we came natur-
ally to the prison walls,

Mr. Sldney would look at the en-
closure and the guards in the turrets
as if interpreting his own life in the
terms of prison existence. We may
have token this drive by the prison
road ten times when, approaching it
on another of our outings, Mr. Sldney
had the driver stop at the eatrance.

“T feel very strong and well today,
doctor,” he said, “and if you do not
object, I think I should Hke to go in-
slde, I have seen the outslde so maay
times, I have & curiosity to see the in-
side.”

I consented, thinking that with Jed
and me helping him—we acted as his
legs, guiding and sustaining his feeble
motions—he was strong enough to
make the effort. I did not know
whether it was gonod or bad pyschology
to zive him s sight of so many impris-
oned mea, but my Instinet suggested
that it would, in his ease, be good. He

was a logieal, reasoning man—a rare
phenomenon in the human race. If he
had been emotional and sentimental, T
should have hod more doubt.

Mr. Sidney was important enough to
be known in the neighborhood. The
warden of the prison came to meet him
in the office as soon as we had entered.
He was very cordial to Mr. Sidney,
who himself never showed more his
aristoeracy of democrney. I am a
democrat. I am most fond of an
aristocratic demoerat.” Such was Mr.
Sidney.

— —

Mr. Sidney visits the peni-
tentiary.

(Tw BE CONTINUED.)

“LOTUS” PLANT A MYSTERY

Scientists in Dispute as to What Kind
of Food Had Such Remark-
able Effects.

What was the plant the “lotus eat-
ers" ate, which so destroyed their
“pep,” strangers who wisited their
Innd and partook of the remarkable
vegetable losing nll deslre to return to
home and friends?

There has been no end of dispute
on the subject. One thing Is certaln,
however, is that It could mnot have
been the Egyptian lotus, which within
recent years has begun to be widely
grown in water gardens. This plant
develops tubers, deep In the mud,
which are about the size of hens' eggs
and gdod to eat, but the eating of
them has no spch deleterious effect as
that above described.

The Egyptian lotus Is a kind of
water 1y, whose superh flowers look
like huge pink tulips. Once upon a

Isobel Used Me to Gain Her Liberty.

the world, because I saw Isobel's—and
then, holding her mother’s hand, she
allowed Mrs, Sldney to have the mo-
ment of distress with the {ntimate sup-
port of her own presence.

It may seem 8 small struggle that
mother and daughter went through,
bhut it did not seem small to me who
witnessed It, and it had no rhetorical
and Httle emotional expression.

Isobel knew her mother suffered, but
she wus wise., Mrs, Sldney drended
her daughter's adopted mode of life,

“Good-bye, mother,” sald Isobel, “We
sha'n’t be gone long, Come on, John,”

That was the first time she had
called me John honestly and without
comedy. I knew her finesse. She did
it to give her mother the comfortable
sense that 'she was not going apon a
wild adventure of an automoblle ride
with an unrelated man but wns within
the strict intimacy of the familly.

We went driving, Isobel at the wheel.
She lked to drive fast and I do not.
I am timid. I do not think that loco-
motion I8 a genulne human pleasure,
Possibly it Is, behind either a fast or
a plodding horse. I prefer the plodding
horse. Locomotion then merely reveals
gradually changing facets of the scene;
one likes to see the manifold aspects
of a landscape unfold. But an auto-
mobile driven as Isobel wanted to
drive it revealed no facets. It meraly
blurred the vision and gave the idea
that the satisfaction sought was a cer-
taln amount of wind blown in the face,
¥or such as love I, not for me!

“That was a difficult scene, doctor,”
she sald.

I knew that was what she would
call me next—“doctor.” I c¢ame dl-
rectly down out of the clouds.

“T know It was, I sald, “"and I ad-

fime it grew wild along the banks of
the Nile, and the surmlise {s that orig-
inally It was fetched from India,
where It Is native. It was regarded
anciently as the emblem of the Nile,
and the eymbol of the creation of the
world from the waters. To the Egyp-
.tians it was a sacred plant. They
cultivated it In ponds and tanks,
wreathing thelr hends with the blos-
soms un festive occasions,

The lotus has had a wenderful infin-
ence upon architecture. Its leaves and
buds appear in the capitals of classlc
columns and In every sort of antique
decorative carving it Is the motif most
frequently chosen. The drt work of
Japan (into which country it was Im-
ported) s inspired by it to a greater
extent than by anything else in na.
ture.

Flying Casualties,

Revised figures from the war depart-
ment show that there were but 583 ens-
nalties among American nvictors In
Europe during the war. Of this num-
ber 491 were among aviators with the
A. E. F. and the remainder samong avl-
ators on duty with the British, French
and Ttallan armles. The casualties are
classified ag follows: Killed In combat,
208 ; prisoners, 145 ; wounded in action,
152+ killed in action; 41; missing In
action, 20; Injured In action, 25; in
terned, 3.

Fox Squirrel’s Nests.

In the South, instenad of living in
the hollow trees, the fox squirrels bulld
big nests in the tops of the pine and
other trees, usually of Spanish moss,
says the American Forestry Magazine
In these they sleep, also carrying to
them the pine cones. In the hardwood
forests of the North, dry leaves take
the place of the Spanish moss, and a
conspicuous nest is bullt with an en.
trance hole at the side,

Flat Feet.

Symptoms of flat foot are paln
along the Instep or even In the calves
of the legs, knees, thighs, hips or
back, often mistaken for rheumatism
or other troubles. The person stands
with feet well apart and toes turned
outward. The ankle bends inward and
the weight falls on the inner line of
the foot so that the entire sole rests
flat on the ground.

mired the honest way in waich you |
annged 1" ]

Every boy knows several men whom
he intends to whip when he grows up

to the group known as Cantharldes.
These insects, which are abundant in
France, Spaln, Siclly and Russia, are
collected In great numbers and killed
by being plunged into strong vinegar.
They are then drled and ground to a
fine powder. This powder Is soaked In
chloroform and the mixture distilled.
The result is cantharldin,

This eantbaridin makes the halr

BEETLES AS HAIR RESTORERS

Species of Insect That Has Peculizx
Properties Found in Many
Parts «f Europe.

Of the thousands of people who us
hair-restorers, few know that the hale
growing power of these preparatioms
s, In most cases, obtained fron |grow by causing tiny, invisible blisters
beetles, to form underneath the skin. These
The partlcular beetles in questior | blisters contain blood-serum — the
#rs called blister-beetles, and "910'111 finest tonle in the world for worn-out

/"“-\‘
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halr cells. The blisters do not causs
any pain. All that is felt is a pleasant
tingling sensation.

The beetles themselves use this
blistering julce as a protection against
birds and animals which would other-
wise make a meal of them.

Back to the Feudal Plan,
High prices in England have in-
duced King George to revert to the
feudal system of payment wWith some

of the agricultural laborers on his es-
tates will receive all but a small per-
centage of their wages In goods in-
stead of money.

Under the plan they will live rent
free and are to recelve speclal week-
ly allowances of various foodstuffs,
ag well as tobacco, beer and a cloth-
ing allowance. In money they will get
only 1 a week each.

All but & handful of the workers
agreed to mccept the king's offer as

8BOYE
SCOUTS

{Conducted by National Council of the
Boy Bcouts of America)

———

SCOUTS TO THE “JAMBOREE”

The most wonderful adventure that
ever came to a group of boys is that
of the 301 Boy Scouts of America
chosen to represent this country In
the great “jamboree” of contesis and
demonstrations by the boy scouts of
34 pations in England.

To be selected ans one of the 301
hoys from an active membership of
400,000 Boy Scouts of America all
over the country s Indeed an honor,
and the fact that the best scouts won
was made clear when they mobilized
In New York to sall on July 6 on the
United States army transport Poca-
hontas.

More than a third of them are
‘BEagle scouts, the highest rank in the
movement, and anyone who imagines
that the Boy Scouts of America Is a
“kid" organization would have had
the illusion dispelled by seeing this
wonderful aggregation of the plicked
youth of the nation, renging in age
principally from fifteen to eighteen
years, and averaging in helght five
feet seven Inches,

Following the “Jamboree™ held at
Olympia, near London, on the invita-
tion of the British boy scouts, the
happy American scouts visit Parls,
other famous French cities and the
Important battlefields, as guests of
the French government: and then, as
guests of the Belglan government, see'
the sights of that country. It Is a
two months’ trip crowded full of more
Joy than perhaps any one of the boys
ever dreamed of having.

SCOUTS HELPING THE BLIND.

Boy scouts In New York state are
co-operating with the National Thrift
Bag league, with headquarters at No.
1 Park place, Albany, N. Y., in dls-
tributing large paper bags to homes
in thelr community for the coliection
of waste, the proceeds from which are
to be used for the education of the
blind. The collection of waste mate-
rial is to continue all summer,

The national council of the Boy
Scouts of America urges executives
to co-operate In every way possible
with the National Thrift Bag league
in this work. Scoutmasters and local
scout officlals are urged to co-operate
with the Natiopal Thrift Bag league
organizers, and to employ boy scouts
in distributing to the homes of the
community the large paper bags and
red notification tags. These bags are
to be used for the salvage of rags,
large or small, of cotton, wool, or any
, kind of usable waste material. Bag
collectors are not authorized to col-
lect money. Boy scouts are not per-
mitted to collect money for any pur-
pose.

SCOUT EXECUTIVES TO MEET.

The most significant conference in
the history of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
fea Is the annual conference of scout
executives ecalled for September 15 to
22 of this year. It will be held at the
great Boy Scouts of America camp in
the Palisndes Interstate park—the
largest boys' camp in the world.

In this camp, which accommodates
the scouts of Greater New York and
Northern New Jersey, 2,200 at a time,
the scout executives/from all parts of
the country have an opportunity to
see camplng on a gigantie secale, gnd
will have the advantags of meeting
practically all of the big men in scout-
ing from the national headquarters.

They will meet in New York city,
go up the Hudson river by boat, and
then by auntos to the camp site.

The theme of the conference will
be “How Shall Scouting Be Done?”
There will be many presentations and
discusslons of scientific studies of the
prodlems of scouting with reference
to increased efiiclency, higher stand-
ards and larger-service.

SCOUTS HELP GOVERNMENT.

At the invitation of the United
States forestry service, 85 Pasadena
(Cal.) scouts did the Initial work on
the master firebreak that is to protect
the Pasadena watershed, The scouts
cleared 1,100 feet of 50-foot firebreak
through woods of oak, scrub oak, man-
ganita and other hardwood brush. The
ranger in charge of the construction
work found the experiment a great
snccess, not only on account of the
work accomplished by the boys, but
also from the fact that these scouts
had a first-hand education in the diffi-
cult methods of firebreak construction
and will therefore appreciate what
the forestry department is doing to pro-
tect the country’s watersheds, Each
boy was regunired to bring his hlanket
and ten cents carfare. The govern-
ment pald all other expenses and fur-
nished extra blankets for each boy.

GOOD TURNS BY SCOUTS.

North Aason, Me., Troop 1 put in a
wood-plle for an invalid clergyman.

Lafayette Hill, Pa., Troop 1 erected
seventeen bird-houses and planted and
tended the church flower plot.

Oconomowoe, Wis,, Troop 1 planted
trees in the city park and also helped
widows and sick people.

Palo Alto, Cal,, Troop 2 conducted a
paper drive netting $400, which money
they are giving toward the establish-
ment of a dental clinfe.

Omaha, Neb., Troop 11 assisted in
cleaning up the town after a tornado.

Birmingham, Ala., Troop 29 supplied
8 needy family with food for ons
month.

Boy scouts, Troop No. 1. Eunice,
Ala., celebrated its tenth birthday by
doing good turns all week. It gave
public demonstration in a theater
showing the usefulness of the boy
scout program. The scouts saved two
important buildings from being de-
stroyed by fire and for this the mayor
made the troop an auxiliary of the
fire department,

MUST OBEY ORDERS.

" To be a good scout a boy must learn
to obey the orders of his patrol leader,
seout master and scout esmmissioner,
He must learn to obey before he s
able to command. He should keep
such a strong grip on his owh life
that he will not allow himself te do
anything which is ignoble or which will
harm his life er weaken his powers of
endurance,

belng 1 practical solution of the high

| of his dependents, Henceforth most |price utuatior-

More than 100 women are members
of town counclls In Sweden.




